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POLITICAL SITUATION.
STATEMENT BY THE PREMIER.

Land Taxation rejecied by the Council.
Parliament to be Prorogued.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
With your permission, Mr. Speaker, T
desire to make a statement to tke Huuse.
No doubt it is within the knowledge of
the hon. members of this House that last
evening the Legislative Couneil again ve-
jected the land taxation proposals of the
Government, notwithstanding that these
proposals had received practically the
unanimous approval of members of this
House. On the first occasion, last ses-
sion, the Land Tax Assessment Bill was
carried on the voices: and on the last
oceasion, in this session, it was carried
with an overwhelming majority, there
being only four dissentients to the pro-
posal. It 1s hardly necessary for me to
dwell on the gravity of the constitutional
aspect raised by the aciion taken in in-
terfering with the provisions proposed
to be made for the purpose of providing
funds for the Government’s develop-
mental poliecy. Tn the first place, T
would point out that Ministers are re-
sponsible to this House, and that only by
an advevse vote of this House can they
be ealled upon to resign. Although the
consent of both Houses is indispensable
to give legal effect and validity to finan-
cial as well as to other measures, the sole
right vests with the Assembly of originat-
ing all measures of this deseription. This
principle was established in England’ as
long ago as 1678, when the Commons
passed a resolution which declared that—

“ ANl aids and supplies and aids to

His Majesty in Parliament are the sole
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gift of the Commons, and all Bills for
the granting of any such aids ounght
to begin with the Commons, and that
it is the undoubted and sole right of
the Commons to direct, limit, and ap-
point in such Bills the ends, purposes,
considerations, conditions, limitations,
and qualitications of sueh grants, which
ought not to be changed or altered by
the House of Lords”

Since that date, proceedings between the
two Houses in England have strietly been
it accordance with this resolution, The
eonirol of the public finances vesis with
ite Hounse of Commons as a constitu-
tional right ; they are presumed fo be
the best judges of the financial position
of the State, its obligations and require-
ments. The same practice prevails here,
and in this House are vested the same
rights as are vested in the British Honse:
of Commons. Tt must be apparvent that
special revenue must be raised to cany
out the large public works which are pro-
posed to be undertaken at the present
time, such for instance as the Port Hed-
land-Marble Bar Railway; the Mount
Magnef-Black Range Railway, the Fre-
mantle Graving Deoek, the Narrogin-
Wickepie Eailway, and many other rail-
ways that bave been approved and pro-
Jected ; and the Government in this in-
stahce have asked for nothing unreason-
able, and resent the uwnwarrantable stand
taken by another place, which s tanta-
mount to a refusal of supplies. What-
ever may be the outcome of this trouble,
whatever cost the country may be put to,
whatever loss the State may suffer in
consequence, [ wish fo emphatically place
the responsibility on the shoulders of those
mewmbers of another place who have re-
jected the fiseal poliey of the Govern-
ment, and the expressed desire of the
people’s House. [General applause.]
I recognise the difficulty of dealing with
such a situation, where the members of
the Legislative Assembly can be penalised
by the action of others who cannot be
sent to their electors. At the same time,
it is imposible that we can tamely submit
to an aet which reverses the relationships
of the fwo Houses, revolutionises the
Constituiion. and places the Assembly
and the Ministers of its approval at the
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mercy of the Second Chamber, whose
functions should rather be that of &
House of review than that of a Chamber
where the fiseal policy of a Government
may be dictated. It is impossible to
consider ‘the vote of last night as any-
thing hut a rebuff to this Chamber ; and
having considered the matter with a full
sense of the responsibility attached fo
my office, and realising that my first duty
was to preserve the honour and dignity
~ of the Govermment and the Assembly, I
lost no fime last evening in waiting on
His Excellency the Governor, and un-
reservedly placing in his hands fthe
resignation of myself and my col-
leagues. I have veceived this morning
an intimation from His Excellency
that he is unwilling to accept my
resignation, he being of opinion that
the Crovernment retain the confidenee of
this Hounse. [Government applanse.] In
response to my request His Excellency
also deelined to grant a dissolution, as he
considered that so long as there was a
reasonable possibility of a constitutional
solution of the difficulty, he did not feel
justified in taking such action as would
undoubtedly result in a serious disloca-
tion of the business of the country, and
that there appeared to be a reason-
able expectation that the Legislative
Council would accept the expressed
wishes of the Legislative Assembly if
again submitted to them. TUnder the ecir-
cnmstances T feel it incumbent on me to
fall in with His Excellency’s wishes, but
at my request he has consented to pro-
rogue Parliament to-morrow for a brief
period. when the taxation proposals will
be again submitted. T move—

That the House do now adjourn,

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : Have
I permission, Mr. Speaker, to make a few
remarks?

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

Mr. BATH: With a great deal that
has been said by the Premier T can agree.
I ean agree, so far as he has siated, that
the action of the Legmslative Couneil is
a rebuff to the Legislative Assembly;: hbe-
cause whatever may he the opinions of
the Legislative Council as to whether the
Government at present in power have
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received a mandate from the country to
impose a measure of land values taxation
or not, in every proposal dealing with the
consolidated revenues of this State and
the earrying on of the financial under-
takings of this eommunity, there ean be
no possible shadow of doubt that what
the Assembly bave decided on, especially
in regard to finaneial proposals and the
question of taxation, is purely and simply
a prerogative of this Assembly, and
therefore a right to be jealously and sin-
cerely guarded by us. As to the manner
in which the Premier and his colleagues
have dealt with the question, I.differ. I
tlhunk in the first place that it eannot bhe
said that there was any difference of
opinion between the opposing sides of
the House, and the Premier and his col-
leagues therefore took a perfectly secure
course in tendering their resignations, re-
cognising that if His Excellency the Gov-
ernor acted in consonanee with all consti-
tniional precedents, here and elsewhere,
he could not aceept their resignations
with a view to taking the only alterma-
tive, that of sending for the leader of
the party on this (Opposition) side of
the House. But there is one other alter-
native, one that is perfectly consonant
with the honour and dignity of this As-
semhly; and that is for the Premier,
representing his colleagues, to make some
insistence upon his right to appeal to the
clectors of the State upon this issue. I
eonsider that it is the only honourable
alternative left to him, and I do not in
any sense regard it as a penalty on hon-
ourable members of this Assembly. We
shounld rather regard it as an opportunity
to be seized than as imposing any ineon-
venience on us, to go to the people of
this State and ask that our hands should
be strengthened in regard to this matter
of our right to impose taxation; and I
am satisfied that if such an appeal were
made, the verdict of the people of this
State would be in the direction of
strengthening the hands of the members
of this Assembly as against another place.
Therefore 1 hope the Premier will re-
eonsider his proposal in regard to a pro-
rogation, and will take what I consider
to be the only honourable course. the
only one consonant with the dignity of
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this -hﬁe'mblw $¥that at the eagliest op-
pmttuut.; Ly will insist on giving to the
electors an opportumt) of having a voice
in the.malter, and on appealing to them
to’ give their verdict on this important
!SSIIG .

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES rose to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot permit any
other member to speak. A motion for
ad]'oumment’is not debatable; but it is
n" eourtesy 'due to the Premier and to the
Leader of' the Opposition to allow them
to- make statéments. The queshon i
K ’l‘hnt the Youse do now adjourn.”

(;{ueshon put, and negatived on the
voiges.

Di\'ision. called for on the Ministerial
side, and taken with the following re-
sult i—

- Ayes:. . . .. .. 28
v Naoes i’ . .. .. 17
TR A -
- .;;_ 4 Aajority for o1

ukn:s»’ NoEs.

‘Mr Mr Angwin
UM 'Brz Mr. Bath

Ar. H. Brown Mr. Bolton

Mr. Butcher Mr. T. L. Brown

Mr. Cowcher Mr. Collier

Mr. Daglish . r. Heitmann

Mr. Davies Mr. Holman

Mr, Draper Mr, Horan

Mr. Ewing Mr. Hudson

Mr. Foulles Mr, Johnsen

Mr, Gregory Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Hardwick Mr. Stuart

Mr, Haywanl Mr, Taylor

Dir. Kecnan Mr, Underwood

Blr. Layinan Br. Wnlker

Mr. McLarty Mr, Ware

Mr. Male Mr. Troy (Telier).

Mr. Mitckell

Mr. Monger

Mr. N. J. Moore

Mr. 8. F. Moore

Mr. Piesse

Mr. Price

Mr, Stone

Ar. Veryard

Mr. A. J. Wilson

Mr. P Wilson

Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Quesiion thus passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at
447 o'clock, until the next day at 4.30

p-m.
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The PRESIDENT (Look the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.n.

Prayers.

CASSENT TO BILLS (2).

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVER-
NOR entered the Chamber at 4.30 o’clock,
and commanded the attendance of mem-
bers of -the Legislative Assembly, who
accordingly arrvived with their Speaker.

HIS EXCELLENCY gave assent to
the following Bills, in‘addition to Bills
assented to pw\mus]y “An el Lo
amend the Collie- \arrogm Railway el
19017 6. “ :An et to authorise the con-
struction of a ruilway from Port Hedland
lo Marble Bur.”

PROROGATION.

HIS EXCELLENCY, in eclosing the
Session of Parliament, was pleased to
speak as follows :—

Mr. President and Honourable Gentle-

men of the Legisiative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the

 Legislative rlssembly—

I have to thank you for the earnest
attention which you have given to your
public duties, and rvegret that the
labours of the Session have beon
brought to an abrupt and unexpected
termination.

In view of the rejection by the Legis-
lative Couneil of a Bill providing for
the imposition of Taxation on the Un-
improved Value of Land, my Advisers
deemed it to be their duty to tender



